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Feelings of doubt, fear, guilt, frustration are almost universal. The more 
a Christian can resolve these feelings, the closer he can come to a true inner 
peace. These books by Dr. Herman W. Gockel, who writes from the experi- 
ence of a long ministry in press, television, and radio, deal realistically with the 
questions of today’s Christian and help establish a personal guide for living. 


These Books Help You Find Practical Answers in Religion 


Answer to Anxiety 


Dr. Gockel’s newest. Answers the Christian’s pri- 
mary concerns in a series of personal letters to 
“Mark,” a composite questioner. Forcefully written. 
A book you'll read and re-read. $3.00 


My Hand in His 


These 110 devotions originally appeared as columns 
in the Christian national monthly magazine, This 
Day. Each is a modern human-interest parable and 
illustrates a spiritual truth. $2.75 


PLEASE SEND ME: 


No. 15W1862 ANSWER TO ANXIETY, by Gockel, @ $3.00 
No. 15W1856 MY HAND IN HIS, by Gockel, @ $2.75 


No. 15W1791 THE CROSS AND THE COMMON MAN, 
by Gockel, @ $2.00 


No. 6W1008, WHAT JESUS MEANS TO ME, by Gockel, @ $1.25 
iimenclosec $n OD Bill me 
(To cover partial cost of shipping and postage — on all CASH ORDERS — please 
add 5 cents for each dollar of your tolal purchase. Actual transportation costs 
will be billed on all CHARGE ORDERS.) 
Name 
Address 


City Zone State 


The Cross and the Common Man 


Dr. Gockel discusses Christian teachings logically, 
alistically, and with firm conviction. Helps cla: 
thinking for the Christian and the non-Christ 


$: 
What Jesus Means to Me 


144 moving pages set forth what Jesus means to 
believer. Ideal review of fundamental beliefs for 
Christians. A convincing explanation for the unc 
mitted. $ 
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,o ER Bah Ha: 


Antonio Ga rcia lights candle on the Advent wreath 


made by pupils of San Pedro Lutheran School, Houston, Tex. Spanish- 
language work is also done in Missouri Synod-affiliated churches in 
Austin, Brownsville, Corpus Christi, Harlingen, McAllen, and San An- 


tonio, Tex.; Chicago, Los Angeles, New York City, and San Francisco. 


Advent bugles “Wake up! Wake up!” But who will hear 
the Advent call? Who in this frantic age of impending cosmic tragedy 
will obey the Advent summons? 


All should. The mass of gloom that overspreads the world 
only conceals man’s real plight — his self-willed ways and lawless- 
ness, his greed to gain and lust to own, his trust in his own flesh 
and in material might. In the magnitude of violence that terrorizes 
nations divine judgment thunders over sin — sin in the U.S.S.R. 
and sin in the U.S.A. Wake up! 


Christians should. They contribute to the immensity of evil 
calling down God’s holy wrath. Only feebly do they oppose forces 
warring against His loving will for man. Far too many hug the 
outer fringes of His church, their works half-hearted, fragmentary. 
Some even rise to worship from a dulled sense of duty. Wake up! 


The Advent King is on His way. He rules the world. This 
mysterious, wonder-studded universe — He created it by the word 
of His power. And He redeemed it. He paid the blood-price to 
free mer. from sin’s blight and the doom cf wrath to come. 


Unto His own He comes to give power without peer — power 
to become sons of God. He offers peace that surpasses, grace that 
suffices, victory that endures, life that never ends. 


Stir wp Thy power, O Lord, and come that by Thy protec- 
tion we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins 
and saved by Thy mighty deliverance! 
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Sure— 
but 
not 


When we hear John, 
the Advent preacher, 


we can never take Christ for granted 


or grow casual 
about Him and His mercy... 


Complacent 


BY 
MARTIN H. 
FRANZMANN 


WE CAN BE SURE OF GOD’S GRACE, 
but we cannot be complacent about it. 

The grace of the God who for- 
gives is no cheap, easy grace, no easy 
commodity which complacency can 
casually appropriate. 

Our souls still wait for the Lord 
more than the watchmen who wait 
for the morning. They know that 
morning will come, they are sure that 
it will come; yet they wait for it and 
hail its first graying as a new won- 
drous thing. So we wait for the Lord; 
we know that He is Lord and will for- 
give; but forgiveness remains the per- 
petual miracle still. 

“There is forgiveness with Thee,” 
the psalmist says, “that Thou mayest 
be feared.” God as Forgiver is the 
object of our holy fear. Luther spells 
it out with relentless logic, saying: 
“Where there is no forgiveness, there 
is no God. Likewise, where God is 
not, there is no forgiveness. Like- 
wise, where there is no forgiveness, 
there is no fear of God. There idola- 
try and the righteousness of works 
abide.” 

Never Lets Us Forget 


“Forgiveness . . . that Thou mayest 
be feared” might well serve as a cap- 
tion over all the words and works of 
John the Baptist, that great Advent 
preacher. For this holy fear of which 
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the psalmist speaks is in all that Ja 
says and does. 

Coming in the spirit and powen 
Elijah, being very jealous for 
Lord God, he never lets us forget h 
great and fearful is this one God, w 
will not give His glory to another. — 
never lets us forget how wide ¢ 
deep is the gulf across which He 
infinite condescension offers Him: 
for communion to us. He never | 
us forget how deep are the dep 
from which the voice of our suppli 
tion must arise. 

John proclaims the nearness of 
reign of God; and the coming of t 
reign, the coming-in of the kingd 
of God, is pure, unalloyed, and f 
fect grace. But that grace is Gc 
great nevertheless, the never-to- 
expected nevertheless to the div 
wrath which impends in exception 
rigor on man, who is by birth and 
being a “generation of vipers.” 

Always that grace of God has y 
it, as the cast shadow of its brightn 
God’s fearful judgment on grace 
jected and on grace misused. Ey 
tree which brings not forth good f 
“is hewn down and cast into the fi 


Dead Bones Rise 


The Mightier One whom John ] 
alds comes with the baptism of Sp 
with the creative Breath of God 


THE LUTHERAN WIT. 


| 
dakes the desert bloom and makes 
mead bones rise. But He comes also 
With the fire of God’s inexorable judg- 
hent. He brings home the winnowed 
rain into His barn, but He burns the 
haf with unquenchable fire. 


| “Behold the Lamb of God, which 
aketh away the sin of the world!” 
Dhn cries. That is God’s answer, 
s0d’s triumphant answer to the sin 
ff rebellious man, God’s mighty and 
jictorious reach down into the depths 
tom which we must cry. But it is 
a costly answer, and it is the only an- 
wer. For this Lamb is God’s eternal 
fon, who was before John. 


And to reject God’s answer is to 
jome, indeed is to remain, under the 
rath of God. This Lamb is the 
Mightier One, mightier far than John, 
hightier than the greatest of woman 
jorn. So great is He, so tremendous 
h His servile majesty that even John 
‘ould not ultimately serve Him. John 
jould not comprehend Him, as his 
(Art Thou He?” from prison shows. 
fven John could do only one thing: 
john could only believe on Jesus. 


Fear and Faith 


‘John taught his disciples to pray. 
[his is a significant part of the record 
Pf John, for prayer is born of fear 
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aunts coo, 


and faith. Faith knows that God has 
loved me with an everlasting love. 
Faith is certain: “God has chosen 
me.” Faith knows: “God has laid 
His hand upon me and called me 
His.” But this certainty shows itself 
constantly, practically, in prayer. 


Faith knows that the brother stand- 
ing beside me is the object of God’s 
elective love, that God has loved him 
with an everlasting love. But this cer- 
tainty works itself out in constant in- 
tercession. An Advent life is a life of 
prayer in holy fear and a life of in- 
tercession. 


We who hear the voice of John; 
that great Advent preacher, can never 
take Christ for granted or grow casual 
about Him and His mercy. Nor can 
we who have heard the Baptist’s Ad- 
vent cry ever think of repentance as 
a placid, pious exercise, a sort of rou- 
tine religious daily dozen. It is the 
death of the old man and the creation 
of the new man as God’s own. 


Nor will we ever again think of 
Baptism as the subject for a cozy 
family festival, where parents beam, 
aunts coo, and uncles make funny 
faces. It is a Baptism of repentance, 
unto repentance, for the forgiveness 
of sins. It is God’s rescue of the lost 
and desperate, “that He may be 
feared.” 
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nor can we think 

of Baptism as the subject 
for a cozy family festival, 
where parents beam, 


and uncles make funny faces 


Ends of the World 


If we follow the pointed finger of 
John, we cannot make of Advent and 
Christmas a sort of ecclesiastical bac- 
chanalia. We welcome our Lord “in 
strains of holy joy.” This is no cheap 
grace that John the Baptist proclaims 
either, something that we can com- 
placently accept as a matter of fact, 
something that our pride can reject 
and pick up later, something that our 
eloquence can mouth; it is the costly, 
the pure, the true grace of God, “that 
He may be feared.” 

And if we let:this Advent witness, 
this witness to the Light, John the 
Baptist, loom large before our eyes, 
we shall never be able to think of the 
witnessing church as a going concern, 
as a self-originating and self-perpet- 
uating body. 

Our witnessing in our community, 
our missionary work on paths that 
run through all the world, will be done 
in awe and fear. “He must increase, 
I must decrease.” 

And our life as a church will be 
lived throughout in the awesome con- 
viction, the Advent conviction, that 
upon us the ends of the world have 
come, that in us and through us God 
is writing His last great chapter of 
grace and judgment with Spirit and 
with fire. 


God's Book 
and 
My Book 


BY 
ARMIN DEYE 


Ours has been called 


the land of many 
open Bibles 
but many closed eyes 


U P TO THE YEAR 386 the 

life of Augustine had 
been anything but ideal. But one day 
that year the young teacher, while 
talking with his friend Alypius, was 
suddenly overcome by his guilt. 


Burning with shame, he rushed out 
into the garden. There he heard 
a neighbor’s child repeating the words 
“Tolle, lege; tolle, lege” — Take, 
read; take, read. Whether this was 
a game or a child’s nursery rhyme 
Augustine never knew. He did, how- 
ever, apply this message to himself. 

Returning to the house, Augustine, 
then in his early thirties, began read- 
ing in Romans 13: “Not in rioting 
and drunkenness, not in chambering 
and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying; but put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for 
the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof.” 
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Later Augustine, who became one 
of the greatest of the Latin church 
fathers and an outstanding figure of 
all ages, said that from that moment 
on he felt at ease and knew that the 
power to overcome a sinful life must 
come from God. 


God speaks to us through the 
Bible. 
Much Lamenting 


There is much lamenting about the 
lack of Bible reading, and there is just 
cause for concern. Our reading or 
not reading the Bible reflects our love 
for the Author of its sacred words. 


The young man or woman who re- 
ceives a love letter does not have to 
be bribed to read it. Such a letter 
is eagerly read and usually kept in 
a safe place to be reread later on. 
The warm affection existing between 
two lovers makes even their written 
words a real treasure. 


Duty or Pleasure? 


Is Bible reading a duty or a pleas- 
ure? It is both. When the psalmist 
exults, “Oh, how I love Thy Law!” 
you can rest assured he was not born 
with that instinct. He had to read the 
Word of God often and meditate on 
it frequently, with the Holy Spirit 
blessing this procedure, before he 
could write with conviction that 
God’s Word is “sweeter than honey 
and the honeycomb.” 


Among the many hindrances to 
love for the Word is our tempo of 
living. “Not enough time” is the re- 
frain of the day, although people gen- 
erally find time to do the things they 
want very much to do. 


“It does not help me in my daily 
problems” appears to be another bar- 
rier to Bible reading. Difficulty in 
understanding the words of the Bible 
comes a little closer to realism. Be- 
coming familiar with the Bible, learn- 
ing to understand and interpret it, as 
far as that is possible for human rea- 
son, does require effort. 


Ignorance 
Bruce Barton in The Book Nobody 
Knows tells the story of an intelligent 
woman who found herself seated next 
to a bishop at dinner. Graciously she 
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started a topic of conversation thi 
would appeal to the clergyman. 

“I can’t pretend that I read it [tl 
Bible] as much as I should,” she co9 
fessed, “and really, you know, pan 
of it seem to me hopelessly out | 
date.” | 
“Yet,” she added broad-mindedllf 
“Pll admit that there are some vez} 
beautiful passages.” 

“Yes?” said the bishop. “For in| 
stance?” | 

“Well, for example, that line abo» 
God tempering the wind to the show 
jamb.” 


Barton continues that this “lined 
was a glaring revelation of th 
woman’s ignorance of the Bible, fa 
that particular passage comes frop 
A Sentimental Journey, a book by thi 
noted English clergyman Laurenc 
Sterne. : 


Ours has been called the land « 
many open Bibles but many closes 
eyes. It might also be said of mam 
people, as Jesus said it of people ii 
His day, that “hearing, they hear noi 
neither do they understand.” 


Set to Listen 


Listening to the voice of God : 
a blessed and Christian art. Thoug' 
the child Samuel heard his nam 
called three times in one night, hi 
did not hear the voice of the Lor 
until he answered, “Speak, for Th 
servant heareth.” If we are to hea 
God speaking to us through the Bible 
we must prepare to receive His mes 
sage, set our ears to listen, submit ou 
souls to the light and power of Hi 
holy Word. 


The hearts of all men are restles 
until they find their rest in the Lor 
who created and redeemed then 
“Blessed is the man,” the psalmi 
says, “whose delight is in the Law « 
the Lord.” It is here that our soul 
waiting for the Lord, will be satisfies 

Here, too, through the power « 
the Word the skepticism of a 20t 
century Nathanael, “Can there ar 
good thing come out of Nazareth‘ 
turns into the confident convictiot 


“Thou art the Son of God; Thou a 
the King of Israel.” 
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Lutheran 
Music 
Still 
Inspires 
Lutheran 
Youth 


BY 
MARTIN J. BANGERT 


O OUR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH want to sing 
utheran chorales? If not, is it be- 
ause we have failed to teach them to 


g of chorales give spiritual strength 
{nd not merely pleasure? 


To write about good music often 
eems futile. Even Luther had to 
fonfess: “This is a subject far too 
Wreat for the finest eloquence of all 
he most eloquent speakers. But my 
jove for music, which has often re- 
eshed me and—set me free from 
(reat worries, abounds and bubbles 
pver.”” 

To these words of Luther could 
be added the joyful testimony of 
resent-day teachers of children and 
horal directors. For they have found 
that the confessional hymns of the 
Lutheran Church with their sturdy 
junes can supply our youth with spir- 
ual power for today and help them 
eep the faith tomorrow, when the 
ights may go out. 


Too Heavy for Children? 
Luther’s pedagogical principles are 
ot often questioned. He set a stand- 
rd when in his last hymnbook, pub- 
ished a year before his death, he 
lesignated for children the chorale 
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy 
Word” (The Lutheran Hymnal, No. 
»61). This hymn contains, among 
others, the following religious con- 


Prayer for steadfastness. 

Plea for curbing the enemies of the 
church. 

Recognition of Christ as the Head 
of the church. 

Prayer that Jesus 
church. 

Anticipation of singing His praise 
in heaven. 

Prayer to the Holy Ghost. 

Prayer for peace and unity. 

Prayer for strength in the last hour. 

Acceptance of death as inevitable. 

Confidence that death is the portal 
to eternal life. 


Too “heavy” for children? Luther 
did not think so. 


defend His 


Something to Ponder 


Those who fear to tread upon the 
“dangerous” ground of giving youth 


sing through the entire Anniversary 
Bach Chorale Book after midnight? 

Why would a group of teen-agers 
at a Lutheran Music Camp sing from 
memory almost an entire choral pro- 
gram during a fearful midnight thun- 
derstorm? 

Hi-fi or Lo-fi? 

If our Lord had left the Lutheran 
Church musically barren, there might 
be some excuse for certain weak 
music materials in current use. 

Instead of being concerned about 
retaining the name, “the Singing 
Church,” has the time not come when 
we ought to be concerned about re- 
gaining this name? 

We are much concerned about 
helping youth. Spiritual strength and 
guidance, we know, comes only 
through the Word. What an excel- 


a rich musical fare might ponder the 
following: 

Why does a group of young people 
gather in the home during the Christ- 
mas season to intone a Bach or a 
Buxtehude work performed in church 
during the festival service? 

Why would a fourth-grade boy 
who has trouble musically “to stay 
in the groove” ask repeatedly to sing 
“Isaiah, Mighty Seer’’? 

Why would a group of grade 
schoolers in a large metropolitan area 
on occasion ask to sing all eight 
stanzas of “Jerusalem, Thou City 
Fair and High’? 

Why does a first-grade class re- 
peatedly ask to sing “A Mighty For- 
tress Is Our God”? 

What could induce a group of 
young people at a summer cottage to 
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lent way to bring the Word to young 
people through music with good Bib- 
lical texts! 


Too difficult? Well, can you name 
an area of activity where great results 
can be obtained with weak materials 
and feeble effort? Church music is 
no exception. 

We live in the wonderful age of 
hi-fi with two- and four-track stereo. 
But is our youth being sidetracked 
into materials which theologically and 
musically are lo-fi? 

Ungrateful Lutherans in 1750 
failed to mark Bach’s grave — and 
also forgot about his music. We can, 
if need be, get along without Bach. 
We would, however, be wise to be- 
queath to our youth something with 
which the great master undergirded 
many of his musical productions — 
the chorales. 


God's righteous wrath 


can make a 100-megaton bomb 


look like a firecracker 


Will Jesus Reig 


EW YORKERS in 1843 and 1844 witnessed an un- 
N usual sight— clusters of people singing and 

praying out in the open, gazing expectantly 
toward the heavens, looking for the Second Coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

These strange people were devotees of William Mil- 
ler, who had predicted (and several times revised) the 
precise date of Christ’s return. Some of the faithful had 
sold or given away their possessions; farmers had sowed 
no seed for the coming year or left their crops un- 
harvested. Why bother, with the world about to end and 
the millennial (thousand-year) reign of Christ on earth 
about to begin? 

These “adventists” were not the first in history to 
taste bitter disillusionment when their trusted prophet 
turned out to be a dreamer. Similar fanciful notions 
cropped out in the early Christian church; and Montanus 
in the second century prophesied the imminent estab- 
lishment of the millennium in Phrygia. 

At the time of the Reformation fanatical Anabaptist 
sects popularized some wild ideas about the Second Com- 
ing and the Final Judgment. 

Some of these aberrations Dr. Eck by implication 
tried to pin on the Lutherans, or at least to hold them 
responsible for the rise of such erroneous views. 

Actually the doctrine of Christ’s return was not in 
controversy between the Lutherans and the Romanists. 
To clear themselves of Eck’s stigma, however, the Lu- 
therans in the Augsburg Confession pointedly set forth 
their adherence to the orthodox position. They also dis- 
owned Anabaptist and other related heresies. 

Let's hear our friend Chancellor Beyer again, this 


time as he reads Article XVII: Of Christ’s Return to 
Judgment: 


“Also they [Lutherans] teach that at the consumma- 
tion of the world Christ will appear for judgment 
and will raise up all the dead; He will give to the godly 
and elect eternal life and everlasting joys, but ungodly 


men and devils He will condemn to be tormented with- 
out end.” 
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As the audience listens to these words, some hearer 
can recall Jesus’ own description of His Second Coming 

‘Pihen the Son of Mian shall come in His glory a 
all the huly angels fith Him, then shall He sit upon tf 
throne of His glory. And before Him shall be gathered 
nations, and He shall separate them one from another as 
shepherd difideth his sheep from the goats, and He shall 23 
the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. The 
shall the Ring sav unto them on His right hand, ‘Come, y 
blessed of Sy Hather, inherit the kingdom prepared for gy 
from the foundation of the forld; for JI fas an hungret 
and ve guoe Mle meat... . Then shall We say also unt 
thent on the left hand, “Depart from Mle, ye cursed, int 
eberlasting fire prepared for the debil and his angels; for ¢ 
tras an hungred, and ve gabe file no meat.’ ... And thes 
shall go afay into eberlasting punishment, but the righteo 
into life eternal.’ Mlatthet 25:31-46 


No Departure 


There is, then, nothing in the Lutheran teachini 
which departs from Christ’s own teaching. Beyer’s read 
ing has only restated the chief Scriptural points: the vis 
ible return of Christ, the resurrection of all the dead, an‘ 
the Judgment. 

If the Romanists had been led to expect some hain 
raising heresy, they must have been disappointed — o 
perhaps relieved. 

But Mr. Beyer has not finished reading. In order t 
allay every lurking suspicion of heresy, he quickly move 
on to an unequivocal rejection of contrary views: 

“They [Lutherans] condemn the Anabaptists, wh 
think that there will be an end to the punishment of con 
demned men and devils.” 


This is a disavowal of the anti-Scriptural “universa 
list” doctrine of the Anabaptists, namely, that the punish 
ment of the wicked is not eternal and that finally all th 
ungodly will be saved. Here the promptings of huma 


reason must give way to the superior judgment of God a 
given in His Word. 
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HE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 


Y ERICH HEINTZEN 


ousand Years? 


Sound Statement 


Now Beyer concludes the reading of Article XVII 
th a condemnation of all millennial, or chiliastic, 
SWS: 

“They [Lutherans] condemn also others who are now 
reading certain Jewish opinions that before the resur- 
ction of the dead the godly shall take possession of the 
ngdom of this world, the ungodly being everywhere 
ppressed.” 


Thus the Lutheran Confession rejects every notion 
a latter-day earthly rule of Christ, the millennium 
10usand years); also all “Zionist” interpretations which 
resee the conversion of all Jews (though that is the 
art’s desire of Christians), or the re-establishment of 
e ancient Kingdom of Israel. These notions are called 
ewish opinions” because they undoubtedly find their 
ots in the Messianic thinking of the ancient Jewish 
bbis. 

The Chancellor has finished reading. There is gratify- 
g agreement in the assembly on what has been pre- 
nted in Article XVII. The Romanists recognize the 
undness of this Lutheran statement on eschatology 
Octrine of the “last things”). It is Scriptural. It is in 
cord with the ancient ecumenical creeds. But we must 
ww leave the scene at Augsburg... . 


Bizarre Notions 

Since the doctrine of the Second Coming has at times 
ceived fantastic mistreatment, we are grateful that the 
theran confessors at Augsburg “nailed down” the 
riptural fundamentals. The millennial dreams repudi- 
sd at Augsburg have, however, not faded away. They 
> still very much alive and appear in various forms. 

Certain ‘“‘adventist’” and “pentecostal” groups teach 
it the millennium will occur before the resurrection; 
1ers hold that there will be two resurrections, the 
llennium coming between them; still others maintain 
it the millennium will follow the resurrection. Strange- 
enough, even in some Lutheran quarters chiliastic no- 
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tions are entertained. Here the Confessions serve to re- 
call the erring to the foundation of truth. 

These erroneous and sometimes bizarre notions arise 
in part from fallen man’s curiosity to know more than 
God has seen fit to make known and from man’s con- 
sequent efforts to supply specific details which God has 
omitted. Again, as F. E. Mayer points out, the misuse 
of the “doctrine of verbal inspiration enables them to in- 
terpret the prophecies in a very literal sense, especially 
the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation.” 


It Is Twilight 


Let’s stay with Scripture; we venture beyond it at our 
peril. Let’s be grateful and content with what God 
Himself has revealed concerning the Second Coming of 
His Son. He tells us simply that Christ will return (but 
not when); that He will raise all the dead; that He will 
judge the world — the righteous inheriting eternal life, 
the unrighteous sentenced to eternal damnation. 

For the believer the Judgment need hold no terror, 
only comfort, for on Judgment Day his “redemption 
draweth nigh.” For those, however, who persistently 
spurn God’s grace and salvation, Christ’s coming as Judge 
will be terribly different. 

Many, we know, “just can’t see it that way.” But 
why spend precious time questioning God’s ways, God’s 
wisdom and justice? In these fateful days of mammoth 
nuclear blasts men ought rather to marvel at the riches 
of God’s grace in Christ to sinful mankind — and re- 
pent! 

God’s righteous wrath can make a 100-megaton 
bomb look like a firecracker. But His mercy toward 
them that fear Him is so great “as the heaven is high 
above the earth.” And “as far as the east is from the west, 
so far hath He removed our transgressions from us.” 

The Advent of the Lord once again revives the 
Christian’s sense of urgency. This is not the hour for 
self-centered indulgence of divine blessings. It is twi- 
light — the last remaining moments of the day when we 
must work the works of Him that sent us. 


Pastor Lessmann drops in to “observe.” 


PHOTOS AND TEXT BY 
PAUL OCKRASSA 


Rod teaches a Saturday-morning confirmation class. 


Once a month Rod goes through lesson materials 


with one division of Sunday school teachers. 


Greeting people 
by name 

is quite a test 
for the 

vicar’s memory 
in a congregation ||} 
of 2,000 members.,| 


KNOWS DIFFERENCE 


Five years ago Rodney Funk of Ef 
clid, Ohio, had no church home. Todd 
the 26-year-old Springfield seminaria 


serves as vicar at Trinity Luthera 
Church, Peoria, Ill. 

“You might call him a ‘vicar by cop 
viction,’ '’ says Pastor Paul G. Les 
mann, who will guide Rod through | 
year of practical training in the paris 
ministry — a requirement for gradu 
tion from the Springfield and St. Lo 
theological seminaries. 

When he makes mission calls, Tas 
ity’s vicar will draw first from his e2 
perience, then from the books. ? 


| 
knows the difference between livin' 


| 


outside the fellowship of the chura 
and living within it. 
In 1956 Rod and his sister acceptes 


the invitation of Rev. Theodore E. Hes 


, f | 
sel, at that time assistant to Pastor Eq: 
win C. Abendroth, to enroll in thi 


adult class of Shore Haven Luthelil 
Church in Euclid. 

“We were both impressed with thi 
Biblical stand of the church,’’ Rod says 


y 


‘and we were confirmed a few da 


before Reformation Day.”’ 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


Betty, who plays 
the organ at 


Trinity and 


9d preaches 


ve pastor listens 


ays special attention to 


uring a we 


MUCH PRAYER 


When Rod less than a year later had 


completed an engineering course and 
had become draftable, he asked Pastor 
Abendroth about the chances of being 
a chaplain’s assistant in the Army. 

“Why don't you consider studying 
for the ministry?’’ was the answer he 
got from his pastor. 

Though Rod had the chaplaincy in 
mind, one thing — and much prayer 
— led to another until he enrolled at 
the Springfield seminary and found 
himself preparing for the parish min- 
istry. 

Aided by a grant from the Central 
District, Rod managed to pay his bills. 
Part-time work in Springfield helped. 
So did cash gifts from his family and 
congregaiion. 

“My home church has been very 
generous,’ Rod says, gratefully ac- 
knowledging this very special blessing 
of having a church home. 

For the past three summers Shore 
Haven Congregation has engaged Rod 
to canvass, make mission calls, help 
with vacation Bible school and services. 
Not only has the income given him a 
lift; he has also acquired invaluable 
experience for his vicarage and his 


calling. 
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LEARNING PERIOD 


With a membership of 11 
municants and 2,000 souls ii 
ity Church has ample and ve 


for a student pastor to cut hii 


calls on mission prospects, ha 
tients, and shut-ins; teac 
preaching assignments; work 
dren, young people, adult 
even campus work at Bradleyy 
and its Gamma Delta chapte: 

Vicarage is a learning 4 
a seminarian. Under the p¢ 
pervision he develops esse’ 
tudes and skills and gains in 
his calling. 

The vicar learns to work wii 
A congregation fortunate é 
have a vicar will be patient a 
that their vicar is a person d 
serve the Lord — and learni 

Since the vicarage is an 
of the student’s formal train 
terly reports on his work ar 
the seminary by the pastor ' 
by the vicar. Each studen 
receives careful study and 
something of an index to his 


needs and strengths. 
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Rod gets to know Gamma Delta 


members at Bradley University. 


Pastor and vicar visit member of St. Andrew’s Society, 
whose members make many mission calls. 


SHLD BEMIRANY 


QUARTERLY REPORT FOR 


Preparing 
his quarterly 
report 
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WHAT GOD 
CAN DO 


When Vicar Funk was assigned to 
Trinity, the congregation also received 
an accomplished organist and a 
teacher for its Concordia Lutheran 
(consolidated) School. She is his July 
bride, the former Betty Abendroth, 
daughter of the pastor who encour- 
aged him to enter Springfield. 

“She is a valuable critic,” Rod says 
of Betty. “‘Her Christian faith and 
background are a great help to me.” 

Betty studied at the Fort Wayne jun- 
ior college, took additional training at 
the River Forest teachers college, and 
continues her studies in summer school. 

Rod’s advice to young people con- 
sidering church work as a career is: 
“Read the Bible and get to know if. 
The more you know the Bible and the 
more you let it talk to you, the more 
enthusiastic you become, because the 
Holy Spirit is at work.”’ 

With unreserved conviction Trinity's 
vicar says: ‘‘l’ve always been interested 
in mechanical things . . . but I’m learn- 
ing. It’s evidence of what God can 
do if a fellow is willing to put himself 
in God’s hands and let Him do the 
guiding.” 

Asked whether he has had any mis- 
givings about his chosen lifework, Rod 
said, “| have regretted many things 
in my life, but there has never been 
one day when | regretted my decision 


to go to Springfield — not a day!” 


THE 


Sacraments 


Basicaty THE WHOLE END AND AIM 
OF CHRISTIAN ART is to help make 
clear and understandable the God of 
love, who bridges heaven and earth 
with the Word and the sacraments. 
Because they are the means of grace, 
the God-appointed channels through 
which the healing love and the power 
and glory of Christ come to dwell 
with men, they cannot be thought of 
apart from Christ and His advent 
into the world to save sinners. This 
consideration should dominate any 
discussion of altar and chancel ap- 
pointments. 

Because the altar at the celebra- 
tion of the Holy Eucharist is in a 
very special sense the Lord’s Table, 
at which He is both the Giver and 
the Gift, the symbols of that area, 
especially those on the altar itself, are 
restricted to reminders of Christ, His 
sacrificial love in the redemption, His 
sharing of the fruits of His redeem- 
ing love in, with, and under the 
sacred elements of bread and wine. 


SACRED VESSELS 


The sacred vessels used in the ad- 
ministration of the sacrament may 
run the full scale from simple glass 
goblets to jeweled chalices and flag- 
ons and intricately wrought ciboria 
and patens (wafer vessels). To be 
sure, the vessels themselves are of 
secondary importance. However, 
Christian worshipers, applying the 
basic rule, “the best for the highest,” 
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CHRISTIAN 
ART 


have ever striven to make the vessels 
at least faintly worthy of their sacred 
contents. 

There was a time when only the 
most precious metal was deemed wor- 
thy to hold the bread and wine by 
which the body and blood of Christ is 
conveyed to His members. A non- 
chalant contentment with “catalog 
items” and even cheap showiness have 
tended toward sacramental vessels 
which, to say the least, are nonde- 
script and border on the unworthy. 

Only as we give true consideration 
to the matter of “worthiness” will we 
strive to express the precious charac- 
ter of the sacrament through the sac- 
ramental vessels. The rediscovery in 
recent years of old techniques of 
enameling and cloisonné work are 
bringing us chalices which are vir- 
tually tarnishproof. 

The meaning of the sacrament is 
also expressed by the manner of con- 
secration. We can bring out the true 
“sacramental character” of the Com- 
munion service when we restore the 
old practice of facing the people dur- 
ing the consecration. In many mod- 
ern churches of Europe and America 
altars are being placed closer to 
the congregation so that the elements 
are consecrated in full sight of the 
people. This reproduces much more 
closely the situation at the first 
Lord’s Supper, when the disciples 
gathered about the table in the Upper 
Room. 
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LIVING WATER ) 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism,, 
“the washing of regeneration,” also} 
carries with it certain artistic and 
symbolic responsibilities. Remember- 
ing the Lord’s “I am the Living 
Water,” Christians have tried to cap- 
ture living water somewhere in 
the church. Ancient churches were 
often located over springs or full- 
flowing wells, and baptisms were per- 
formed in this clean, clear water. 

A symbolic fullness and bounty’ 
ought to attend this “washing of re-- 
generation” in symbolism elemental | 
and strong enough to emphasize the: 
new birth. Gilbert Cope observes; 
that many baptismal fonts are nothing; 
but “ecclesiastical birdbaths,” scarce-- 
ly suggesting any rebirth or change of’ 
the “old man” into the “new.” 

Originally baptismal fonts had! 
covers of blood-red to signify that the: 
water of Baptism gains its power only ’ 
through the blood of Christ. Other: 
fonts were surrounded by pebbles and 
small stones scattered in the bare 
ground so that the water might flow 
over the child’s head to the ground 
as a symbol of the body returning to 
the earth whence it was taken. Bap- 
tismal shells, natural shells or shells 
wrought from gold and silver, were 
used to pour the water. 


THREE CANDLES 


Because of Christ’s command to 
baptize in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, 
symbols of the Holy Trinity were al- 
ways associated with the baptismal 
font. Three candles were usually 
lighted for a baptism. In a modern 
revival of this custom a single candle 
is sometimes lighted and given to the 
family of a baptized child as a sign of 
his new life in Christ. 

Whatever the sacramental vessels 
or accouterments, one fact must re- 
main paramount: the grace of God 
in Christ is offered to us freely in the 
two sacraments of His love. We who 
are called to honor Him can do Him 
no greater honor and ourselves no 
greater good than by respecting and 
using His sacraments according to 
His institution for the strengthening 
of our faith and the unity of His 
church, 

ADALBERT R. KRETZMANN 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 


N THE OBSERVANCE OF THE WAL- 
* THER SESQUICENTENNIAL a second 
great figure in the history of Ameri- 
can Lutheranism ought rot be for- 
gotten: Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, 
born 250 years ago in Einbeck, Han- 
over, Germany. 

Muhlenberg, who came to America 
during the Colonial Period, saw the 
land of his adoption torn by the 
Revolutionary War; so, too, Walther 
saw the conflict of the War Between 
the States. Each found himself on 
the less popular side in the struggles. 
Each, however, was much less con- 
cerned about political questions than 
about the welfare of the church. 

“The church must be planted” was 
Muhlenberg’s motto. When he ar- 
rived in Philadelphia on Nov. 25, 
1742, he found a confused Lutheran- 
ism because of quack preachers and 
false religious leaders. In his diary 
he speaks of “our poor, ignorant Lu- 
therans,” pushed inta a corner and 
duped by windy boasting. Three days 
after reaching Philadelphia he wrote 
in his journal: “A preacher must fight 
his way through with the sword of the 
Spirit alone.” 

Fighting and planting, teaching and 
instructing, establishing schools (in 
which he did not hesitate to become 
the master) and building up his con- 
gregations, Muhlenberg planted and 
watered the churches he served 
around Philadelphia and elsewhere. 


Common Sense 


Fellow Lutherans often sought his 
services. He visited them in Upper 
New York, New York City, and in 
Georgia, among other places. Highly 
valued for his common sense, his 
Scriptural orientation, and his Lu- 
theran confessionalism, Muhlenberg 
offered counsel which meant much 
for the firmer establishment of Lu- 
theranism among those inclined to a 
nominal brand. 

The year of America’s Declaration 
of Independence he records that he 
filled six sheets with remarks “con- 
cerning the filling of vacancies in the 
congregations in Jersey, in Reading, 
in Culpepper.” Visitors frequented 
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his home for advice. And _ there 
were letters, even in a day when mail 
was slow and delivery uncertain. 

One of the most significant contri- 
butions Muhlenberg made to Luther- 
anism in America was the part he 
played in the organization of the 
Ministeri'um of North America in 
1748. This was called the Ministeri- 
um of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States after his death. For 14 years 
Muhlenberg served as its president. 
The purpose of the Ministeri'um he 
mentions incidentally: “We had been 
sent to preach to our people repent- 
ance to God and faith in the Lord 
Jesus.” 

The organization was made up of 
ministers; laymen were permitted to 
attend only if invited to do so. After 
the body reorganized in 1792, lay- 
men were admitted to its meetings as 
delegates from the congregations, 
having equal rights with the ministers. 
Nevertheless we must respect the 
opinion of Prof. A. L. Graebner that 
the formation of this body was the 
most important event in American 
Lutheranism in the 18th century. 


“Like an Arab” 


What part Muhlenberg had in 
drafting the liturgy for the churches 
remains a matter of conjecture. The 
model constitution for congregations, 
sometimes attributed to him, was 
probably not his work, though he 
served on the committee which drew 
it up. 
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In his labors for the Lord of the 
church Muhlenberg sacrificed much 
of himself. When he had to move to 
Providence, he wrote: “This is the 
eighteenth time, within the thirty-four 
years of my pilgrimage here in 
America, that I have had to change 
my residence. I have been like an 
Arab who pitches his tent first here, 
then there.” 


Curious Coincidence 


What weighed heavy on him, how- 
ever, were the concerns brought on 
by the unsettled conditions in the 
churches, first because of a lack of 
ministers and then because of the 
Revolutionary War. Through it all 
he prayed: 

Guard ws, O Lord, from doctrines 

strange! 

None other Master may we seek 

Than Jesus Christ and never 

change 

Our faith in Him who girds the 

weak. 
Kyrie, eleison! 


Not all of Muhlenberg’s church 
practices commend themselves to Lu- 
theranism in America in the 20th cen- 
tury. He was strongly influenced by 
Pietism and retained his contacts with 
Halle, the seat of this movement in 
Germany. While he endorsed the 
voluntary principle for the churches 
in America, he did not always know 
clearly where to draw the line of sep- 
aration between church and state. 

In his activities he was often called 
upon to give medical assistance and 
aid. A 20th-century pastor in Ameri- 
ca is not expected to do that. Per- 
haps the analogy will give a better 
perspective of Muhlenberg’s role dur- 
ing the Colonial Period. 

By a curious coincidence Muhlen- 
berg (1711—1787) was born 100. 
years before Walther and died 100 
years before Walther died (1811— 
1887). These two men in the provi- 
dence of God have probably made 
greater positive contributions to Lu- 
theranism in this country than any 
other Lutheran leaders. Each would 
reply: ‘““To God alone the glory.” 
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A Review of District Conventions 


BY JOHN W. BEHNKEN 


The Montana District adjourned its 
convention Friday noon, Oct. 6. This 
was the final of the 34 District conven- 
tions for the year 1961. Undoubtedly 
our readers will welcome a summary 
report of these conventions. 


Synod and Districts 


In 1847 Synod organized in First 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Chicago. 
Until 1854 Synod met annually. Since 
God granted wonderful growth, it be- 
came apparent that a division into dis- 
tricts had become imperative. In 1852 
and 1853 the resolution was adopted 
to divide Synod into four Districts: 
Western, Central, Eastern, and North- 
ern. These Districts met for the first 
time in 1855 and again in 1856. Synod 
had its next meeting in 1857 and there- 
after every third year. During the in- 
tervening years the Districts met. 

It is interesting to note that until 
1872 all pastors, professors, and teach- 
ers, and a lay delegate from every con- 
gregation attended the conventions of 
Synod. When the body became too 
large for that type of meeting, Synod 
decided that groups of congregations 
(composed of from two to seven) should 
elect a pastor and a lay delegate for 
the synodical convention. In 1917 
Synod resolved that these groups of 
congregations should be made up of 
from five (larger) to ten (smaller) con- 
gregations. Later these electoral groups 
were changed to consist of from ten to 
fifteen congregations. 

As God granted growth, it became 
imperative to divide into more Districts. 
Today we have 34 Districts, two of 
which, Brazil and Argentina, are in 
South America. Two large Districts are 
requesting Synod to divide them into 
two Districts each. The 1962 conven- 
tion in Cleveland will decide this matter. 


Synod Establishes Districts 


From the foregoing it is apparent 
that it is Synod which divides into Dis- 
tricts and fixes their boundaries. Synod 
expects each District to do Synod’s 
work in its respective geographical area, 
To establish this relationship all the 
more closely and the more definitely, 
Synod’s constitution is also the consti- 
tution of every District. Districts may 
have their own bylaws to determine 
their own needs, etc., but there must 
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not be a conflict with Synod’s consti- 
tution. 

To maintain this relationship very 
closely, Synod’s President or one of its 
Vice-Presidents must preach the open- 
ing sermon at District conventions and 
report on the far-flung and ever-expand- 
ing work of Synod, especially since 
Synod expects all its Districts to partici- 
pate in this important work. 

It should be mentioned here that in 
1911 the former English Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Missouri and Other 
States joined Synod as a District. Synod 
did not form the District, but the Eng- 
lish Synod ceased to exist as a Synod 
and voluntarily asked to be received as 
a District. It subscribed to the regu- 
lations of Synod. 


Clergy and. Lay Representatives 


At District conventions each voting 
congregation is represented by two vot- 
ing delegates: the pastor and a layman. 
Pastors of nonvoting congregations, as 
well as professors at our colleges and 
seminaries and teachers in our Christian 
day schools, are advisory members. The 
latter have the right to speak, but only 
the former have the right to vote. 

Conventions, both of Synod and of 
the Districts, have doctrinal essays on 
the program. This practice has done 
much to indoctrinate our people, and 
thus God instills into their hearts the 
earnest and fervent desire to maintain 
purity of doctrine. 

The President and Vice-Presidents, as 
Synod’s representatives, are given op- 
portunity to acquaint themselves with 
the work each District is doing. They 
attend not only the convention sessions 
but also the sectional meetings for pas- 
tors, teachers, and laymen. These meet- 
ings afford opportunity to ask and 
answer questions. 

Our readers will be interested in some 
of the reactions at this year’s conven- 
tions. It became very apparent that the 
delegates were interested very much in 
the work of missions, both in their own 
Districts and in the church at large. 
Furthermore, the reports on the train- 
ing of future pastors and teachers at our 
colleges and seminaries were received 
with great interest. This is true also of 
the whole program of parish educa- 
tion in schools, Sunday schools, Bible 
classes, etc. 

These and many other areas of work 
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in our Synod will now be brought t 

the attention of all our members b 

the delegates. We pray that God’s gra 

cious blessings may accompany thei 

reports. I might add here that the con-- 
vention delegates rejoiced to hear tha 

the beautiful booklet Know Your Syn- 
od’s Work was made available to all 
readers of the LUTHERAN WITNESS.. 
This will surely do much to inform our 
members. We believe that informed! 
members will act all the more willinglyy 
and intelligently and will eagerly sup-- 
port the work. 


Concern About Doctrine 


District conventions during 1960 and! 
1961, especially the sectional meetings, . 
clearly showed that our members are: 
constantly concerned about the preser-- 
vation of the pure doctrine. There is: 
and must be a continuing awareness of! 
dangers that our precious heritage of! 
sound Biblical doctrine, which God has. 
so graciously preserved for us, may be: 
undermined. Satan would like nothing’ 
better. He surely will put forth every 
effort to deprive our Synod of this treas- 
ure of inestimable value. 

It became apparent to the Vice-Presi- 
dents and to me that the question of the 
inerrancy of Scripture has caused dis- 
turbances in practically all Districts of 
Synod. Our people are deeply con- 
cerned that we do not lose the infallible 
Word of God as the sure foundation 
of our faith. A few of our people are 
very much perturbed and agitated. They 
express fear that Synod’s wonderful 
doctrinal solidarity is not merely im- 
paired but almost hopelessly doomed. 
They are ready to accuse the officials 
of Synod and other responsible persons 
of indifference and inaction. 

Practically all assured us that they 
have confidence that this disturbance 
has been, and is, and will be receiving 
the prover conscientious attention and 
action on the part of the Praesidium of 
Synod and the District Presidents. Some 
conventions and later some conferences 
passed resolutions commending and en- 
couraging the officials of Synod. At one 
of the District conventions one man 
requested that his vote against such 
a resolution be recorded. 


Soundness in Doctrine 


What shall we say to all of this? The 
Vice-Presidents and I gave earnest and 
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Sur members are constantly concerned 


about the preservation of the pure doctrine 


rayerful thought to it. We are con- 
inced that our conventions desire to 
© and remain sound in doctrine and 
sractice, any claim to the contrary not- 
vithstanding. We base our convictions 
yn the doctrinal essays which were read 
ind on the discussions from the floor 
yf the conventions. Furthermore, we 
yase them on the discussions at the 
sectional meetings and on personal con- 
yersations. In this connection we must 
10t fail to mention many oral or written 
eports of District Presidents, 

When we say this, we are mindful of 
he fact that there are instances where 
ome individuals have permitted them- 
elves to be influenced by modern 
rends in European theology, such as 
arl Barth’s “‘neo-orthodoxy” or Rudolf 
ultmann’s “demythologization.” The 
ormer considers that to be God’s Word 
n the Bible which speaks to me and 
onvinces me that it is God’s Word. 
he latter holds that Bible accounts of 
he creation, the fall of man, the flood, 
he miracles, etc., are merely myths or 
egends which must be ‘“demytholo- 
ized.” Both of these, of course, are 
ttacks on the doctrine of verbal, or 
lenary, inspiration of Scripture. 

Where any such aberrations do occur 
nd brethren know it, they should speak 
o the brother in true Christian love, 
vangelically and firmly to win him and 
ersuade him to return and abide by 
he true teaching of God’s Word. Fur- 
hermore, the brother should discuss 
is problem with his Circuit Counselor 
r with his circuit conference, Then 
e must not overlook the District Presi- 
ent, who according to our Synod’s 
onstitution is to supervise doctrine and 
ractice in his District. 


‘Doctrinal Teaching at Seminaries 


But what shall we say about the 
eaching or instruction at our colleges 
nd seminaries? The supervision of the 
doctrine taught at these institutions is 
the responsibility, first of all, of the 
resident and the Board of Control of 
he respective school (Synodical Hand- 
hook, 6.91). According to Synod’s 
constitution the President of Synod defi- 
nitely is also responsible (Synod’s Con- 
stitution, Art. XI-B-1). The Praesidium 
realizes this responsibility and seeks to 
carry it out seriously. 

It is in this area where we face cer- 
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tain charges preferred by some and 
even publicized. These are charges of 
false teaching regarding the inspiration 
of Holy Writ, the immortality of the 
soul, prayer to the saints, and so-called 
high church practices. 

Neither the Praesidium nor others 
who ate held responsible have been in- 
different about these matters, nor have 
they neglected these matters. The exec- 
utives of the faculty and the Board of 
Control of the St. Louis seminary tried 
several times and earnestly to bring the 
accusers and the accused together in 
February 1960. These efforts failed. In 
July 1960 the Praesidium made an 
effort orally toward that end. This was 
followed up by correspondence which 
finally resulted in a preliminary meeting 
between the Praesidium and five of the 
men who had preferred charges. At this 
writing an earnest effort is being made 
to bring the entire group together. We 
hope that it will bring the matter to 
a God-pleasing conclusion. 

Furthermore, it should be said that 
the Praesidium, executives of the fac- 
ulty, and members of the Board of 
Control met with the accused and thor- 
oughly discussed with him the charges 
which had been brought against him. 
We hope that in the near future a satis- 
factory statement may be issued to our 
Synod. 


Committee on Doctrinal Unity 


Both by members of the Praesidium 
and by the booklet Know Your Synod’s 
Work District conventions were in- 
formed about the work of our Commit- 
tee on Doctrinal Unity, which in accord 
with resolutions of Synod has carried 


on conversations with sister synods in 


the Synodical Conference, with over- 
seas brethren, as well as with other 
Lutherans not in fellowship with us. 

The chief purpose of these conversa- 
tions was the discussion of doctrines of 
Holy Writ. The members of our com- 
mittee, which includes professors at 
both theological seminaries, are faithful 
and conscientious in the fulfillment of 
their God-given assignments. They are 
loyal to God’s Word. 

On the one hand they are ever mind- 
ful of the great inspired truths of God: 
“Take heed unto the doctrine,” 1 Tim- 
othy 4:16, “Preach the Word; be in- 
stant in season, out of season,” 2 Tim- 
othy 4:2, “Hold fast the faithful Word 
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as he hath been taught,” Titus 1:9. “If 
ye continue in My Word, then are ye 
My disciples indeed,” John 8:31. “He 
that hath My Word, let him speak 
My Word faithfully,” Jeremiah 23:28, 
“That ye all speak the same thing,” 
1 Corinthians 1:10, and other passages. 

On the other hand they ever remem- 
ber that Jesus said: “Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto Me,” Acts 1:8. “Be ready 
always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you,” 1 Peter 3:15, etc. 

As God grants grace, much good 
should result from these conversations, 
We pray that God may bless them. 

In this connection mention should be 
made also of the fact that the Prae- 
sidium and the Committee on Doctrinal 
Unity in compliance with Synod’s reso- 
lution adopted at San Francisco in 1959 
requested Dr. Victor Bartling of Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., and 
the Rev. Samuel Lang of India to serve 
Synod as official observers at the meet- 
ing of the World Council of Churches 
at New Delhi, India. These men will 
render a report of what is going on in 
these circles today. 


The Lodge Question 


Another matter which the official 
representatives of Synod present at 
every District convention is the report 
of our Commission on Fraternal Or- 
ganizations, Undoubtedly this is neces- 
sary. The question must be asked 
whether some congregations and some 
pastors are or are becoming indifferent 
on the lodge issue. 

Why should anything like that occur? 
Have lodges with their stated principles 
and prayers and rituals changed? Have 
they ceased to be Christless, and in 
some instances even anti-Christian? 
Have they altered their position on sal- 
vation by character or by works? Is 
not this opposed to the very heart of 
the Christian religion, namely, salva- 
tion solely by grace, for Christ’s sake, 
through faith? How, then, can pas- 
tors and congregations be indifferent 
about it? 

Our Synod’s position is clear. Also 
the proper evangelical] but firm pro- 
cedure to be followed by congregations 
who have some difficulties in this mat- 
ter is clearly outlined in our Synodical 

(Continued on page 20) 
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=CAVys 


Missouri Synod Accepts Bid to Meet 
With Presbyterian Theologians 


Doctrinal Unity Committee Sees Talks as “Splendid 
Opportunity” to Bear Witness to Lutheran Faith 


An invitation to explore the theo- 
logical relationship between the Lu- 
theran and the Reformed Churches has 
been accepted by the Missouri Synod. 

The invitation, extended by the 
North American Area of The Alliance 
of the Reformed Churches Throughout 
the World Holding the Presbyterian Or- 
der, calls for “purely theological” con- 
versations. 


Plans for the informal discussions 
have been announced jointly by Dr. 
James I. McCord, president of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary and secretary 
of The World Presbyterian Alliance, 
and by Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive 
director of the National Lutheran 
Council. 


Their announcement said the talks 
will probe to what extent differences 
which have divided the Lutheran and 
the Reformed Churches “‘still constitute 
obstacles to mutual understanding.” 

Divisive issues in the past, it was 
pointed out, centered on the Lord’s 
Supper and Christology, election and 
predestination, and polity and discipline. 


Conducting the discussions will be 
six theologians of the American mem- 
bers of the World Alliance, six of the 
American members of the Lutheran 
Wor:d Federation, two of the Missouri 
Synod, and two of any Reformed or 
Presbyterian bodies that may take part. 

Two members of the Missouri Syn- 
od’s Committee on Doctrinal Unity 
have been chosen to participate in the 
talks: Dr. Herbert J. A. Bouman and 
Dr. Martin H. Franzmann, both mem- 
bers of the St. Louis seminary faculty. 

Synod accepted the invitation, Dr. 
Bouman told the WITNEss, because “our 
Committee on Doctrinal Unity felt here 
is a splendid opportunity to bear witness 
to our Lutheran convictions. They want 
to know where we stand, and we are 

‘ready to tell them.” 

Taking part in such discussions, 
<Dr. Bouman said, is “in line with the 
ecumenical character of our Lutheran 
Confessions. ‘Any Lutheran should be 
willing to make ‘a contribution to true 
ecumenicity.” 
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In this connection Dr. Bouman 
emphasized that the purpose of the talks 
is not to establish pulpit and altar fel- 
lowship or to effect a merger, but “to 
exchange views on theological matters.” 
The meetings will be private, he said, 
“perhaps four-day retreats.” 


Asked whether there was “any 
chance at all of seeing eye to eye” with 
Presbyterian and Reformed theologians, 
Dr. Bouman said: “Who are we to make 
snap judgments? We are not the mas- 
ters of history. We do not want to say 
that history is finished. And if we be- 
lieve in the efficacy of the Word of God 
as witnessed by Christians, can’t we be 
optimistic?” 

“In a way,” he continued, “one 
could say that this is a resumption of 
the Marburg Colloquium, where even 
Luther agreed to the following state- 
ment: ‘Although we have not at this 
time reached agreement on the question 
whether the true body and blood of 
Christ are present bodily in the bread 
and wine, let each side show Christian 
love to the other, as far as conscience 
will permit, and let both sides earnestly 
pray Almighty God to establish us 
through His Spirit in the correct under- 
standing.’ 


“We have to ask ourselves if any- 
thing has happened since Marburg and 
1529. Do all Reformed churches still 
follow the Calvin-Zwingli line? The 
answer is no. We can be thankful to 
God that members of the Alliance are 
eager to review and re-evaluate the 
theological issues which have divided 
the Reformed and Lutheran Churches.” 


Synodical Conference 


Interim Group Meets; 
Sets Tentative Date 
For 1962 Convention 


Officials of the Lutheran Synodical 
Conference and the presidents of the 
four constituent synods on Oct. 19 met 
in Chicago to discuss implications of 
the Wisconsin Synod’s resolution to sus- 
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pend fellowship with the 
Synod. 

While Missouri Synod representa 
tives urged further doctrinal conversa 
tions with the Wisconsin Synod, whic’ 
stated in its suspension resolution tha 
“we stand ready to resume discussioni 
with The Lutheran Church — Missoum 
Synod,” no plans for resumption 
talks were forthcoming. 


Also studied by the group, know) 
as the Interim Committee, were probi 
lems in connection with the next regu 
lar meeting of the Conference. Only thi 
Synod of Evangelical Lutherai 
Churches (Slovak Synod) remains ii 
fellowship with the Missouri Synod 
The Evangelical Lutheran (Norwegian! 
Synod suspended relations with Miss 
souri in 1955. | 

At its 1961 convention the Non 
wegian Synod reaffirmed the suspension 
and adopted a resolution urging disso; 
lution of the Synodical Conference. | 

Tentative date for the 1962 cont 
vention of the 90-year-old federation 
was set for the third week in Novemben 
Conference officials will plan the date 
meeting place, and convention programi 


Missoum 


For the time being joint work will 
continue under direction of the Mis: 
sionary Board of the Conference, it wag 
announced. Few problems are foreseer 
in West Africa, where the Evangelicai 
Lutheran Church of Nigeria is well on 
its way to becoming an independent 
church. 


Board of Directors 


Mission Counselors for 
Asia; Pension Fund 
Loans for Churches 


Major decisions reached by Syn 
od’s Board of Directors at its Novem: 
ber meeting included initiation of <¢ 
program of resident mission counselor: 
in two Asiatic areas and implementa 
tion of a synodical resolution to inves 
a portion of the Pension Fund in se 
cured loans to congregations. 


One mission counselor, accordin; 
to the Board’s determination, will cove 
India, the Middle East, and Nev 
Guinea; the second, Japan, Hong Kong 
Korea, Taiwan, and the Philippines 


Both men will serve as a-“contac 
between the Board for World Mis 
sions and the field.” Counselors will re 
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ide in India or Ceylon and in Japan or 
long Kong. 

No more than 15% of the Pension 
‘und is to be invested in secured loans 
9 incorporated congregations holding 
1embership in Synod, the Board has 
uled. 

Terms and conditions of such 
ans, as well as interest rates and re- 
ayment schedules, will be announced 
y Synod’s directorate. 

Two new members were appointed 
> the Board of Trustees of Synodical 
rust Funds: Robert W. Selle and Ar- 
hur Wellmann. Given a special vote of 
rateful recognition and named advi- 
ory trustee was Richard H. Waltke, 
vhose service dates back to 1937, when 
ynod established the Board of Trustees. 

Purchase of an apartment building 
9 house students attending Concordia 
college, St. Paul, Minn., was author- 
zed by the Board of Directors. While 
new building would run the cost to 
bout $5,000 per student station, it was 
eported that the St. Paul purchase will 
rovide housing for a minimum of 68 
nd a maximum of 80 students at about 
2,500 per station. 

Concordia Lutheran College, Ann 
\rbor, Mich., scheduled to open as 

coeducational junior college in Sep- 

ember 1963, reported progress in de- 
ign plans. Steps are being taken to 
urchase residences for staff and faculty 
ersonnel. 

In the interest of expanding and 
itensifying Synod’s outreach to the 
,merican Negro the Board of Directors 
mpounded $100,000 set aside for Ala- 
ama Lutheran Academy and College, 
elma, Ala. 

After hearing a report by the 
ace Corps Committee, the Board 
laced with Synod’s Department of 
angelism responsibility for develop- 
1g and carrying out a program designed 
) conserve and use “human resources 
vailable to the church,” especially lay 
1embers who move overseas. 

Stressing the “possibilities of lay 
‘hristian witness abroad and its rela- 
on to the total Christian mission,” the 
rogram will include special training, 
terature, contact with various ex- 
hange programs (Peace Corps, United 
lations), and channeling of qualified 
ersonnel to make their services abroad 
more than that of professional 
mavice.” 

Members of the Peace Corps Com- 
jittee are: Lawrence B. Meyer (chair- 
an), Waiter F. Wolbrecht, William 
Danker, C. Thomas Spitz, Ferd Gast, 
ad Edgar Fritz (secretary). 
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Notes and Quotes 


@ FULL-TIME — When Rev. Karl Graesser, Providence, R. I., last 
month accepted the full-time presidency of the Atlantic District, it marked 
the second time in recent years that a top District executive relinquished 
his pastorate. President W. Harry Krieger of Michigan followed the same 
course earlier this year. His father-in-law, Dr. Ottomar Krueger, recently 
declined to become the Central District’s full-time President. 


UNITY — More than.2,000 members of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy and clergy will be called to Rome next year for the Second 
Vatican Council, which will study ways of bringing about unity between 
the Roman Church and “other Christian bodies.” Said Pope John XXIII 
in making the announcement; “The focal point for all Christians is Rome.” 


OUTRANKED — Staff writer Charles De Vries of the “Na- 
tional Lutheran” in an article on spiritual problems created by the 
current military build-up quotes a “heavily hash-marked noncom” 
as bragging, “I hayen’t been inside a church in 19 years.” But 
he also cites the example of a battalion commander who asserts: 
“I have a thousand men in my outfit, and I want them to go to 
church, ... It makes better men out of them all the way around.” 


CUTBACK — Because of a shortage of clergymen 121 parishes 
of Sweden’s State Lutheran Church may have to discontinue Sunday 
morning services after Jan. 1, 1962. Despite the population increase the 
state refuses to increase the number of clergy as an economy measure. 
The cutback, church officials say, fails to provide enough clergymen and 
frustrates recruitment. Retired clergymen are being reactivated. 


@ WEDDINGS —In a statement on “nuptial communions” the 
Church Council of The American Lutheran Church says: “The under- 
standing of the Sacrament of the Altar in the New Testament and the 
Lutheran Confessions gives no special warrant for its celebration at wed- 
dings... . Where such celebrations do occur, the character of the Sacra- 
ment as a communion of the congregation implies that participation should 
not be limited to members of the bridal party but be extended to all in 
the congregation who might properly approach the Table of the Lord.” 


e@ INSCRUTABLE — In one section of his 62-hour blasta- 
thon at the Communist Party’s 22d Congress Premier Nikita S. 
Khrushchev, an avowed atheist, pledged continued efforts to wipe out 
religion in the Soviet Union through programs of atheistic indoctrina- 
tion. When he announced that Russia has a 100-megaton bomb equal 
in force to 100 million tons of TNT, he added, “May God grant that 
we never have to explode such a bomb.” ... Will the real Nikita 
please stand up? 


SPANISH — Installed last month as the Atlantic District’s director 
of Spanish language work in the New York area, Rev. Fred J. Pankow, Jr., 
will manage, promote, and follow up Spanish Lutheran Hour broadcasts 
and co-ordinate Spanish work. He has served parishes in Havana, Cuba, 
and San Pedro Spanish Lutheran Church, Houston, Tex., and helped edit 
Noticiero de la Fe (the Spanish LUTHERAN WITNESS). His helpmate is the 
former Judith Clark, who taught Spanish at Washington University in her 
native St. Louis. 


INVOLVED — No local church is fulfilling its task unless it 
is involved in the world missionary program, according to Dr. Dale 
A. Fiers, president of the United Christian Missionary Society. “We 
have to see the world mission in a new dimension — every individual 
a missionary, every church a mission for the wide world. For the ful- 
fillment of this, we must lay before God the resources to complete the 
task.” 
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REVIEW 
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Handbook (14.01-—14.03). Additional 
sound advice to such pastors and con- 
gregations is that they consult our Com- 
mission on Fraternal Organizations, 
Dr, Paul M. Bretscher, chairman, Con- 
cordia Seminary, St.Louis, Mo. The 
members of this Commission know 
lodgery better than even most lodge 
metnbers know it. They can give you 
definite and correct information. 

As we look back on the District con- 
ventions, we thank God for His gra- 
cious blessings bestowed on all pres- 
entations and discussions of doctrine as 
well as all discussion of the work of 
our Synod. We pray that in His grace 
He may continue His divine benedic- 
tions also in future conventions of 
Synod and its Districts. 


District Conventions 


Colorado 
Aug. 14—-17, Colorado Springs 


Galloping growth of the Rocky Moun- 
tian area is indicated in the report of 12 
new mission sites purchased or authorized 
during the year. Backing the mission 
boom, the convention designated 1962 as 
a Church Extension year to raise $500,000 
in loans and to boost capital accounts of 
the District Church Extension Fund. 

Parish education efforts the past year 
centered on Sunday school institutes, 
a District Sunday school convention, 
youth counselor training. 

Proceeding from the doctrines of the 
church and the ministry, essayist Walter 
W. Stuenkel, Milwaukee college president, 
sketched a practical program of church 
activity involving all members of the con- 
gregation. 

Circuits of the three-state District were 
redivided to conform with natural geo- 
graphic lines. Rev. Waldemar E. Meyer 
was elected Second Vice-President to suc- 
ceed Rev. M. F. Scheel, who died of a 
heart attack in mid-July. 


MartTIN H. JuENGEL 


Minnesota 
Aug. 14—18, St. Paul 


Some 700 delegates wh® met at the Saint 
Paul college realized that the Minnesota 
District’s 54th convention may well have 
been its last, for they had voted to petition 
the 1962 Cleveland convention to author- 
ize a division into two Districts. 

Under the division proposal the District, 
which has long ranked first in number of 
congregations, would become the eighth- 
ranking southern Minnesota District, with 
some 211 congregations and 126,000 mem- 
bers, and the thirteenth-ranking northern 
Minnesota District with some 234 congre- 
gations, 62,500 members. 

President Ernst Stahlke’s convention ad- 
dress, based on Dr. Walther’s favorite Bible 
verse, 1 Peter 2:9, highlighted the “Chosen 
to Serve” convention motto. 

Both essays, “Twentieth-Century Science 


20 


and Our Christian Faith,” by Dr. John W. 
Klotz, and “Walther and the Office of the 
Ministry,” by Pastor Gerhard C. Michael, 
were accorded high approbation and were 
ordered printed in full. 


lowa West 
Aug. 20—25, Lake Okoboji 


Recalling the “solid work done by 
many” in the District’s first quarter cen- 
tury, District President G. W. Lobeck and 
Synod’s President John W. Behnken urged 
constancy to God’s Word. 

Initiation of a “mission hopper” was an- 
nounced by the mission department to 
help pinpoint and set priority ratings of 
District mission opportunities. Giving 
added effectiveness to mission guidance 
are ten-year projections by subsidized con- 
gregations, charting membership, steward- 
ship, debt reduction, and other goals. 

“Train Two” Bible ckass leadership pro- 
grams were slated for fall beginnings in 
all 16 circuits. 

Allocations of $50,000 each were au- 
thorized for erection of a District office 
building at Fort Dodge and for campus 
work facilities at Des Moines to serve 
Drake University students. 

Instead of “setting a budget,” the con- 
vention in sectional and plenary meetings 
hammered out a work program totaling 
a record $1,164,100. 

Laymen who played prominent conven- 
tion roles included Dr. Charles Goetz, 
chairman of the Board of Directors; Paul 
Mack, head of the District Church Exten- 
sion department, and A. F. Niebuhr, who 
visited 100 congregations to “sell CEF.” 

EDMUND W. LICHTSINN 


Northern Nebraska 
Aug. 21—24, Seward 


“Full speed ahead” endorsement was 
given to plans for the major 1962 project, 
Lutheran Open House Week, Feb. 18 to 
22, in which the District will co-ordinate 
efforts with the two Jowa Districts. 
Stretching from the Mississippi to Yellow- 
stone Park, 419 congregations are ex- 
pected to join in opening new doors, to 
Christ, Evangelism Chairman L. Lloyd 
Behnken noted in outlining the project. 

Drawing on research material for his 
soon-to-be-published Walther biography, 
Dr. Lewis W. Spitz, professor of church 
history at the St. Louis seminary, spoke on 
“Walther Continues the Reformation.” 
The essay as well as the mission and par- 
ish education reports received extensive 
discussion in group sectionals. 

A District Commission on College and 
University Work was authorized as an arm 
of the Mission Board. Church Extension 
resolutions approved an increase from 3% 
to 4% in interest paid on loans and ex- 
tended the maximum repayment perio@ of 
borrowing congregations from 15 to 20 
years. ELMER E. MUELLER 


South Dakota 
Aug. 21—25, Aberdeen 


Heartwarming interviews added spark to 
convention reports and brought living 
reality to the cofvention theme, “God’s 
Word Is Our Great Heritage.” 

_ Secretary of Missions G. O. Bohn inter- 
viewed the Silas Ortleys, Indian family 
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whose daughter Mary is preparing hersel'} 
at the Seward teachers college for teaching 
service among her people. In interview: 
led by Pastor James Kunze members ov 
St. John Congregation, Aberdeen, told op 
blessings observed since the congregation} 


| 


fore we can hold forth the Word, we musi 
hold it fast!” 
Highlighting convention action werd} 
resolutions to apportion $350,000 of nex 
year’s $560,000 budget for the work o: 
Synod; to place into the budget the cosi 
of sending the LUTHERAN WITNESS to each 
home in the District; to appoint a co 
ordinator of campus work on the Distric’ 
Missions Committee; to commend tha 
President and the Congress of the United 
States for standing firm on the question 
of Federal aid to parochial schools and ta 
urge continued firmness in upholding 
principles of separation of church and 
state. JOHN ALAN KRUEGER 


| 
stressed the other side of the coin: * 
} 


Central Illinois 
Aug. 22-25, Springfield 


Brisk efficiency and alert attention 
marked the 36th regular convention, the 
first to be held in the air-conditioned 
comfort of a downtown hotel. Notable 
also was the increased participation o 
the 114 lay delegates in doctrinal as wel! 
as in business discussions. 

The essay on Law and Gospel by Dri 
Frederic Niedner, St. Charles, Mo., dee 
veloped a cardinal facet of the convention 
theme: “Rightly Handling the Word of 
Truth.” Dr. Niedner showed the con 
temporary relevance of Dr. Walther’? 
thesis that in all preaching and teaching, 
“the Gospel must be given predominance.’. 

A much-discussed issue was a revised 
procedure for setting the budget for the 
work of District and Synod. The plan 
adopted aims at placing primary respond 
sibility for determining budget goals upon 
the congregations, which will make theiti 
commitments on the basis of a “work 
program” set up annually at the District 
fiscal conference. The “spending budget’! 
will be determined by the Board of Direc: 
tors each January on the basis of the con- 
gregational commitments. 

Delegates voted to add a second Disé 
trict evecutive secretary, whose primary 
responsibility will be Christian education 
and youth work. GEORGE C. ALBERS 


Montana 
Oct. 2—6, Laurel | 


Dr. John W. Behnken represented Synod 
at the last of the 1961 District conventionsé 
which focused on the theme “Holding Fast 
the Faithful Word.” 

The 16-year-“young” District took a vig+ 
orous stance toward its mission tasks and 
Opportunities by adopting revised regula: 
tions covering operation and growth of its 
19 subsidized parishes and by plannin 
mission surveys of the still ine 
southwest corner of the state. New con} 
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gregations at Superior, Glasgow, and Hy- 
sham were received as members. 

Buttressing the mission advance, 1,000 
District members have invested in the 
Church Extension Fund to send the fund’s 
assets soaring beyond the million-dollar 
mark — an increase of more than a hun- 
dredfold in 15 years. ne 

To encourage congregations to maintain 
parish schools at or above state accredi- 
tation standards, the District agreed to 
provide modest financial grants to teach- 
ers for summer schooling. 

The convention requested that Rev. Au- 
gust R. Suelflow’s essay, “Significant Con- 
tributions of Walther to Lutheranism in 
America,” be published for wider distri- 


bution in Synod. 
O. F. WAGNER 


Deaths 


G. Herman Beck, Jan. 15, 1883, Jeffer- 
son City, Mo., to Oct. 25, 1961, St. Louis, 
Mo.; son of William and Marie Nieghorn 
Beck; graduated Addison teachers college, 
1905; schools: Youngstown, Ohio; Belle- 
ville, Il.; St. Louis, 1918—56, when he 
retired. Survivors: Ellen Govreau Beck; 
sons Rev. Max, Hugo, Armin; daughters 
Irma Albrecht, Ruth. Funeral: Oct. 28, 
St. Louis. 


Theophil J. Bloedel, April 9, 1873, 
Lovitz, Poland, to Sept. 17, 1961, Min- 
neapolis, Minn.; son of Jacob and Mar- 
garet Dersam Bloedel; graduated Spring- 
field seminary, 1904; parishes: Deer Lake, 
Mitchell, Ont., Can.; Wolverton, Minn.; 
Josco, Minn., 1922—-35, when he retired. 
Survivors: Clara Kuenzi Bloedel; sons 
Traugott, Bruno, Reinhold; daughters 
Ruth Mott, Leona Reuss. Funeral: Sept. 
19, Minneapolis. 


Ernst G. Bultmann, Aug. 20, 1883, 
Uniontown, Mo., to Sept. 28, 1961, Jeffer- 
son City, Mo.; son of Ernst and Martha 
Telle Bultmann; graduated Springfield 
seminary, 1907; parishes: Pocahontas, Jef- 
ferson City, Mo.; Cole Camp, Mo., 1946 to 
49, when he retired. Survivors: Isabell 
Frentzel; sons Olaf, Arnold, Gilbert, Rev. 
Norman; daughter Mildred. Funeral: Sept. 
30, Jefferson City; interment, Immanuel 
Cemetery, Honeycreek, Mo. 


Marmaduke Carter, March 7, 1881, 
Hanover County, Va., to Oct. 14, 1961, 
Chicago, IIl.; son of Rev. Nathaniel and 
Susan Skow Carter; colloquized, 1917; 
D. D., Springfield seminary, 1949; pastor, 
St. Philip, Chicago, 1928—57, when he re- 
tired. Survivors: Hazel Dean Carter; son 
Marmaduke; daughter Percia. Funeral: 
Oct. 19, Chicago. 


Henry F. Gerecke, Aug. 4, 1893, Gor- 
donville, Mo., to Oct. 11, 1961, Chester, 
Ill; son of Herman and Caroline Kelpe 
Gerecke; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1925; pastor, St. Louis, Mo.; city mis- 
sionary, St. Louis; chaplain, U. S. Army; 
chaplair, Illinois State Penitentiary, 
Menard, IIl., 1950—61. Survivors: Alma 
Bender Gerecke; sons Henry, Carlton, 
Roy. Funeral: Oct. 14, Chester; inter- 
ment, St. John Cemetery, Chester. 
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Carl G. Gernannt, Aug. 14, 1897, New 
York, N.Y., to Aug. 28, 1961, East 
Marion, L.I., N. Y.; son of George and 
Adelheid Haupt Gernannt; graduated 
St. Louis seminary, 1921; parishes: Alex- 
andria, La.; Islip, L.I., N. Y.; Patchogue, 
L.I., N.Y., 1933—56, when he retired. 
Survivors: Flora Wollslager Gernannt; 
sons Carl, Norman. Funeral: Aug. Bile 
Patchogue; interment, Lutheran Ceme- 
tery, Middle Village, L.I., N. Y. 


Gustav H. Mertz, April 12, 1876, 
Brownstown, Ind., to Oct. 10, 1961, West 
Lafayette, Ind.; son of Rev. Matthias and 
Caroline Meyer Mertz; graduated Spring- 
field seminary, 1900; pastor, First Lu- 
theran Church, Missoula, Mont., 1900 to 
1929; founded and served 10 churches or 
missions in seven counties of western Mon- 
tana, 


vivors: sons Richard, Edwin, Arthur; 
daughters NHildegarde Newberry, Ethel 
Hull. Funeral: Oct. 14, Missoula. 

Henry M. Schreiner, Nov. 30, 1877, 
Frankenmuth, Mich., to Oct. 10, 1961, 


S?. Louis, Mo.; son of John and Anna 
Bickel Schreiner; graduated St. Louis sem- 
inary, 1901; parishes: Sarcoxie, Mo.; Pin- 
conning, Mich.; Augsburg, Ark.; Lincoln, 
Mo.; Stover, Mo., 1927—42, when he re- 
tired. Survivors: Mary Mueller Schreiner; 
sons Alfred, Rev. Oswald, Bernhard, Theo- 
dore, Walter; daughters Esther Reinwald, 
Irene Vogt. Funeral: Oct. 13, Concordia, 
Mo.; interment, St. Paul’s Cemetery, Con- 
cordia. 


Philip Schroedeg, May 2, 1900, Munson, 
Pa., to Sept. 12, 1961, Lansing, Mich.; son 
of Edward and Emilie Schroeder Schroe- 
der; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1923; 
parishes: St. Clair Shores, Caro, Mich.; 
Lansing, Mich., 1931—61, when he re- 
tired; member, Mission Board, Michigan 
District, 1948—61. Survivors: Esther Ude 
Schroeder; sons Revs. Roy, Robert, Philip; 
daughters Lois Stachel, Lenore Stevens. 
Funeral: Sept. 15, Lansing; interment, 
Glen Eden, Livonia, Mich. 


Otto H. Theiss, March 21, 1900, Oak- 
land, Calif., to Sept. 26, 1961, Ann Arbor, 
Mich.; son of John and Magdalene Bahls 
Theiss; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1925; M. A., University of Chicago, 1938; 
S.T.D., Concordia College, Adelaide, 
Australia, 1951; D. D., St. Louis seminary, 
1960; assistant professor, Concordia Col- 
lege, Oakland, Calif., 1925—29; professor, 
192941; executive secretary, Inter- 
national Walther League, 1941-52; as- 
sistant pastor, St. Luke, Chicago, 1941 
to 1952; head of the theological training 
program in Japan, 1952—61; associate 
editor, the Cresset, 1937—52, Workers 
Quarterly, 1941—52. Survivors: Georgine 
Fink Theiss; son William; daughter 
ecto Steude. Funeral: Oct. 2, Oak- 
and. 


Herman C. Winter, May 6, 1897, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., to Aug. 8, 1961, St. Paul, 
Minn.; son of William and Elizabeth 
Ehrke Winter; graduated St. Louis semi- 
nary, 1919; parishes: Waterville, Morris- 
town, Gaylord, Minn.; St. Paul, 194458, 
when he retired. Survivors: Adell Thranow 
Winter; sons Fred, Robert, Gerald, Daniel. 
Funeral: Aug. 11, St. Paul; interment, 
Gaylord. 
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1929—43, when he retired. Sur- | 


Notices 


Official Notices 


Rev. Herman Seyfert, Humboldt, Kans., has 
been appointed Counselor of Circuit 10 to re-) 
place Rev. Woodrow Kurth. — Arten J. BruNs,, 
President, Kansas District. | 


Trinity Lutheran Congregation of Crete, Ill.,,} 
persists in retaining as its pastor one who, , jf 
because he has suspended fellowship with Thea}. 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, “is noti>* 
eligible to serve member congregations” of fl 
Synod. Trinity Lutheran Congregation hasy 
thereby excluded itself from membership in 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. — The# 
Praesidium of the Northern Illinois District:'} 
THEODORE NICKEL, D. D., President; CARL ABEL,, 
First Vice-President; ERwin Pau, Second jj 
Vice-President. | 


Rev. Alvin Cordes, Murdo, S. Dak., has re- 
signed from The Lutheran Church — Missouri! 
Synod and has thereby declared himself in- 
eligible for a call.— Ermer O. LUESSENHOP,/ 
President, South Dakota District. 


Rev. Mark H. Wegner, Milwaukee, Wis., has 
been appointed Counselor of Circuit 6 toa 
succeed Rev. Richard V. Goeres. — H. W. Bax- 
MANN, President, South Wisconsin District. 


Rev. Henry J. Kleindienst, Columbia, Mo.,, 
has been appointed Counselor of Circuit 2 top 
succeed Rev. Wm. J. Wollenburg.—W. J., 
STELLING, President, Western District. 


Request for Colloquy 


Russell H. Renninger, Beecher, IIll., having® 
submitted the necessary preliminary docu- 
ments, requests a colloquy for the teaching? 
profession of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod. These documents have been sent i 
to Prof. Martin L. Koehneke, president off 
Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, Ill.. 
— THEODORE F. NickeLt, President, Northern} 
Illinois District. 


Colloquies 


According to the regulations of The Lu-- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod and by au- 
thorization of the faculty of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., the followings 
have been examined by a committee of thes 
faculty and have given satisfactory evidences 
of their spiritual maturity, doctrinal knowl- 
edge, and understanding of Christian educa-: 
tion and church practice: Norman Hafeman,, 
Racine, Wis.; Franklin Martens, Sauk Rapids,, 
Minn.; Lloyd Muehfeld, Waterville, Minn.; 
Marlin Schulz, St. Paul, Minn. They are here-: 
with declared eligible for a divine call into 
the teaching ministry. The first placement) 
will, according to synodical regulations, bes 
made by the Board of Assignments. — M.L.. 
KOEHNEKE, President, Concordia Teachers Col-> 
lege, River Forest, Ill. 


Election Result 


Arthur M. Ahlschwede, St.Louis, Mo., hasé 
been elected executive secretary of the Board jj 
for Higher Education. — H. G. Kuerner, Chair- + 
man. | 


Notices 


The Religious Life Committee at Concordia& 
Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., would like 
to thank all the thoughtful Christians who 
have aided our student service program by} 
sending in Sunday school materials to our sup-! 
ply center. For these materials and the pray- 
ers which went with them we are most grate- 
ful. However, we are now so “snowed under”! 
with lessons and pictures that we would ask) 
you to keep up the prayers but to send nop 
materials until further notice. — Ropert Horr- + 
MAN, Religious Life Committee. | 

Anyone moving into the area of Madison{ 
Township, N.J., or knowing of Lutheransé 
living in this area (Old Bridge, Sayre Woods#s 
South, Pinehaven Village, Creighton Village, ; 
South Amboy, Matawan) is asked to contact 
Rev. Hartey E. Meyer, The Lutheran Church ij 
of the Good Shepherd, 46 Bushnell R@., Oldfi 
Bridge, N.J., PA. 1-2120. 


Available | 


Pulpit, lectern, altar, chancel seats (dual) .| 
Write: Rev. Cart M. Lurker, 309 W. cual | 
ington, Alexandria, Ind. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS §& 


Altar. Write: Hernrich A. WINTER, 6 
second Ave., Rock Rapids, Iowa. ee: 


Sunday school altar, different shades of 
tone with ‘Last Supper” on front. Write: 
REV. WittiaM StacHE, Box 218, Alcester, 


>. Dak. 
Wanted 


For mission congregation, used adult choir 
ges a Boye te en quantity of 10. 
rite: Rev. HARLEY E. Mryver, 46 Bush op 
Jid Bridge, N. J. cae 


_Electronic organ for mission congregation. 
Write: Rev. H. P. Meyer, 810 N. ersth St., 
springfield, Ill. 


$ The Golden Book of Popular Folk Songs for 
inglish classes at Concordia Seminary, Porto 
Alegre, Brazil; also mimeograph machine in 
good working condition. Write: Pau, M. Or- 
ae nox 229, Concordia Seminary, Spring- 
ield, Ill. 


Houseparents for Brook Farm Home, a fos- 
er-care institution for children in West 
toxbury, Mass., operated by the Lutheran 
Association for Works of Mercy. Applicants 
(husband and wife), ages 30 to 60, who love 
sthildren, should send qualifications and refer- 
ences to: Rev. W. J. Wittensurc, Executive 
oY: 670 Baker St., West Roxbury 32, 
Mass. . 


Altar cloths, paraments, Communion ware, 
sandleholders, and altar cross for mission 
congregation. Write: RrEv. WALTER D. Vo1z, 
314 Woodhaven Drive, Jacksonville, N.C. 


Hight copies each of Luther’s Small Cate- 


shism, annotated by Ed. W. A. Koehler, and ; 


Lessons in the Small Catechism of Dr. Martin 
uuther, by Mezger. Please state price and 
condition of books. Write: Rev. Carvin L. 
farm, R.2, Hinton, Iowa. 


Changes of Address 


Pastors: 
Baum, Robert W., 10745 St. Cosmas Lane, 
St. Ann, Mo. 
Birnbaum, Leon L., 1111 Briarwood Dr., 
Abilene, Tex. 
Brackebusch, Imm. M. (em.), 9109 W. Pal- 
metto Ave., Apt. 4, Milwaukee 18, Wis. 
Brammer, Reginald A., Nortonville, Kans. 
_ Brandt, Norman T., 2963 N. Maryland, Mil- 
waukee 11, Wis 


Brenner, Rudolph, Sherrill, Iowa 

Corl, Robert M., 1929 Huxley, Madison 4, 
Wis. 

Eckhardt, Eugene L., 3511 Burlingame Rd., 
Topeka, Kans. 

Gesch, Roy G., 1613 California Ave., Wa- 
hiawa, Oahu, Hawaii 

Glienke, Herman J., 2707 Flagler Ave., Key 


West, Fla. ‘ 
Goette, Carl J., 22 Livingston St., Kingston, 
INS Ys 


Griffin, Dale E., 1665 Jodhpur Dr., Floris- 
sant 35, Mo. : 
Guebert, Clifford C., Box 487, Didsbury, 
Alta., Can. 
Jordan, Robert G., 3401 E. Puetz Rd., Oak 
-Creek, Wis. ; ; 
Koepke, Frank, 6-2 Chome, Kudan, Chi- 
yoda-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 2 

Majoros, Jaroslav G., 4252 Rocky River Dr., 
Cleveland 35, Ohio 

Medley, J. Elmer, c/o Prince of Peace Lu- 
theran Church, 764 Harton Circle, Lynn- 
haven, Va. 

Reinke, Edwin A., Jr., 304 N. Brockway 

.. Terr., Palatine, M1. 

~ Renner, Oe G. (em.), 
Racine, Wis. 

Stade, Robert C., 74 Sherman St., Hartford 


2029 Geneva St., 


5, Conn. ; 
Wodtke, Norbert R., 37 Park Pl., Guthrie, 
kla. 


‘eachers: 
Beyer, George H., 4697 Allemania, St. Louis 
16, M 


oO. 
Borcherding, Gordon, 1730 N. Nagle Ave., 
Chicago 35, Ti. : 
i eeceniann: Wallace W., 1110 Skyline Dr., 
Danville, Tl. 
Eller, James W., R. 4, Box 433, Sherwood, 


Oreg. 
Helming, Warren, 136 Broadmoor Dr., Tona- 
wanda, N.Y. 

Kaiser, Herbert E. (cand.), 2115 Walnut Dr., 
Manhattan, Kans. 
-Pranschke, Dette F., 131842 Union St., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. ‘ ' 
Schmidt, Harold H., 931 Mason, Lodi, Calif. 
Schwarting, Paul M., 80 Fairway Dr., Apt. 7, 

Daly City, Calif 
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Report of Synod’s Treasurer 


4 


It took twenty years for twenty 
thousand men to build the twenty- 
million-dollar Taj Mahal, where the 
Mogul emperor Shah Jahan laid his 
beloved wife to rest. The inscrip- 
tion reads: “To the memory of an 
undying love.” But in the roaring 
fire of the Judgment this white 
marble monument on the Jumna 
River in India will crumble to dust. 

Out on Mount Calvary was born 
the church which will live forever, 
for there “Christ loved the church 
and gave Himself for it.” We are 
under marching orders to take this 
Calvary Gospel to the ends of the 
earth. Through the Holy Spirit we 
have been made “living stones built 
into a spiritual house.” Under God 
we are to lay stone on stone in the 
building of Zion. Jesus commanded 
it. His loving, obedient children will 
do it. 


This is Advent. The King is com- 
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u 
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ing. Get ready, be wide awake! He 
is coming for His Coronation Day. 
You are to be in the royal pro- 
cession. Hurry and bring many 
others from the highways and hedges 
of the world. They are to march 
with you through the twelve gates 
and up the golden streets, all the way 
to the Great White Throne, where 
the lamps of fire will burn forever. 

Really now, Christian brother and 
sister, how much do you love Him, 
your harvest Lord? “Prove the sin- 
cerity of your love” by compelling 
many to come in. Tell your neigh- 
bors and friends about Jesus. Pray 
for missions and give for missions 
— as never before! The old year is 
fast fading away. As you see here, 
our work is not done. 

Hurry, the King is coming! 

R. C. Muay, Associate 
Stewardship Counselor 
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rae a 
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nae”, a 
pe Receipts from District Treasurers 
Bw ; 
= eae a See ee uma: 
#2, Alberta and British Columbia $ 85,000 $ 63,750 $ 48,808 
ea Atlantic 850,000 637,500 449,170 
yet California and Nevada 384,000 288,000 288,000 
ree Central 1,600,000 oo 299 957,781 
= Central Illinois 650,000 487,501 487,500 
<2 Colorado 234,000 175,500 175,165 
ante Eastern 432,000 324,000 324,000 
“5 English 1,000,000 750,000 608,111 
Po Florida-Georgia 150,000 112,500 113,085 
= Iowa East 395,000 296,250 296,250 
ae Iowa West 650,000 487,501 424,000 
Se Kansas 560,000 420,001 372,831 
“ce Manitoba and Saskatchewan 75,000 56,250 50,040 
om, Michigan 1,715,000 1,286,250 989,491 
2. Minnesota 1,800,000 1,350,000 1,049,234 
Pe Montana 76,000 56,999 57.000 
ie North Dakota 195,000 146,250 115,024 
«.* North Wisconsin 750,000 562,500 431,314 ie 
«** Northern Illinois 1,338,750 1,004,062 779,481 
"ear Northern Nebraska 450,000 337,500 255,909 
mS Northwest 355,000 266,250 266,250 
t+ <= Oklahoma 162,400 Pie 99 227675: 
noe Ontario 180,000 135,000 135,000 
«== South Dakota 315,000 23.6250 184,967 
eed South Wisconsin 1,125,000 843,750 633,607 
= Southeastern 345,000 258,750 258,965 
‘< Southern 172,000 129,000 129,000 
== Southern California 340,000 254,999 255,000 
<“= Southern Illinois 415,000 311,250 246,051 
- Southern Nebraska 472,500 354,375 324,373 
wie Texas 600,000 450,000 339,465 
oe Western 1,325,000 993,751 760,144 
a $19,196,650 $14,397,487 $11,927,761 
ma pe ; Hi See ee 
res MarTIN E. STRIETER, Treasurer 
eet 
= : 
le The Great White Throne 
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WHY 
SHOULD 
LUTHERANS 
CONSIDER 
JOINING 
AAL? 


AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS 


APPLETON, ‘WISCONSIN 


For their own sake, primarily 
If a Synodical Conference Lu | 
theran family is considerin — 
insurance, no other life insu | 
ance organization has so much | 
special significance. None offers _ 
so many uniquely Lutheran | 
and fraternal advantages. None | 
delivers this protection at such | 
a low net cost. | 
| 


Beyond practical considera- | 
tions, your AAL membership 

offers satisfying Christian fel- | 
lowship through approximately _ 
3600 local fraternal branches. | 
Together, you and the otner | 
600,000 AAL members partici- | 
pate as partners in a sizable © 
fraternal and benevolence pro- | 
gram. Last year, AAL grants to | 
scholarship winners, schoc’s | 
churches and organizations 
the Synodical Conference to- — 
taled $685,000. For either per. 
sonal reasons, or for reasons of : 
dedication, eligible Lutheran: _ 
will find many benefits and ad: _ 
vantages in joining AAL...in- | 
cluding the special difference 
AAL members share~—LOWER 
NET COST life insurance. Ask _ 
your local AAL counselor for © 
helpful advice in becoming an — 
AAL member. 


SERVING SYNODICAL CONFERENCE LUTHERANS 


